Shooting-Digital Images
 Adapted from a handout courtesy of Woody Duncan NMWS
1.  Place painting so it is flat (no curl) and so the painting’s surface is perpendicular to the camera lens. Pin to a board or wall if necessary to keep flat. 

2.  Painting should not be photographed under glass, if shot without a mat be sure to know where to crop the image so as to represent the painting when matted. 

3.  Be sure the image is square with the plane of the camera lens, so there is no keystone effect. (edges not tilted or distorted) 

4.  Use- a digital camera of at least 3.0 or 4.0 megapixels so that you get a quality image. Most cameras come with software that allows you to edit your photos. 

If you need to purchase software, I suggest Adobe "Photoshop Elements". It has more features than you will ever need, is easy to use and cost under $100.  Some digital cameras will include this software with the camera.  Also available at UNM Bookstore. 

5.  Shoot several photos of your paintings, and then import the images into your computer. 

6.  You might get by shooting with the camera strobe (flash) but it's not the best way. 

Professional photographers use two color corrected lamps at 45 degree angles to the painting’s surface. I prefer shooting outdoors, in the shade between 10 am and 2 pm for the best results.
7.  Transfer your pictures to your PC or Mac.  Use your photo editing software to align or (straighten) and then crop the image so only the painting shows. No mat or other extraneous matter should show. 

8.  Do not adjust the color unless to make it 1ook like the painting. Some software allows you to "white balance" the image to correct for poor lighting. 

9.  Pay careful attention to the requirements of the show you are entering.  NMWS, Masterworks, Western Federation may request different things, especially what you put for the file name. For example: a photo might come from my camera as IMG _ 4924.JPG.   If I were to enter it in next years Masterworks, I would change it to duncwoodMW07A W.JPG, A means my first entry, the W represents a watercolor. 

10.  If you are not comfortable with the process, have someone else do it for you. 

11.  Masterworks requests JPEG files only .jpg extension(this is important) 

They ask for images at 72 dpi (this is not important if you can't convert your image). They request the image be 700 pixels on the longest dimension (very important). 

Do not e-mail them an image over 500 KB in size. 
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